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Comprehension is the understanding of images, ideas, concepts or material  without using explanatory extraneous ideas or concepts. It is our ability to understand without the need of being explained by other sources; (these be resource people or any other form) from outside of it.


The previous component of comprehension you worked already was  Interpretation. It required careful explanation of the content by reordering, rearranging it and presenting it in the form of a summary.


In this module you will work with the unit of Comprehension and specifically with its third component: Extrapolation.  Extrapolation is the highest developed   form of comprehension. It requires integration of previous  components, namely: translation [rephrasing in your own words] and interpretation [selecting the most important ideas]. As the most developed form of comprehension, it is not limited to rephrasing the most important ideas and its selection;  It will integrate the use of  the learners own vocabulary; the ability to select ideas from the source and its rearrangement. 


The exercise of Extrapolation will challenge the learner to demonstrate content understanding by extending  from the data of the communication and  project that what is to be or come hereafter (the future).  In this case, the main question asked  in order to practice this skill is “what will happen next or what is the following event to occur?”  The practice of Extrapolation requires to pause, reflect and  determine how the content or material  presented could  be extended or continueated.  In the case of events or occurrences, it requires to describe their continuation. The  usage of Extrapolation will  determine whether or not the student can go beyond the limits of the information given. The employment of Extrapolation will require to make extensions of the data or information.  All Extrapolations will  be considered as proposals regarding the information to which they are related. 

The goal of these extrapolations are not to prove their fulfillment. There is flexibility as to whether or not the extrapolations will be fulfilled.  In fact, some extrapolations may not occur. The fact that some extrapolations don't become a reality, does not mean they were wrongly proposed. The fulfillment of extrapolations may depend on other variables, foreign to the student. Ideally the student would  reflect on the variables at proposing extrapolations and even include them as part of the final  formulation. The learner is not evaluated in terms of their fulfillment. The learner will be evaluated on the capacity to propose and the demonstrated connection with the original information given and the formulated extrapolation. The extrapolations must show a clear relationship with the original information.


 The exercise of Extrapolation will also challenge the learner to demonstrate content understanding in descriptive information by expressing the indirectly understood messages contained within the content. This is done prior to propose the continuation of events or actions.


There are several ways to propose extrapolations.  This variety presents an opportunity to formulate extrapolations in accord with the type of material that formed the original  information. Some of the differences rest only in the linguistic style of expressing them. Others are more appropriate to specific contents. At extrapolating, the learning will examine the information presented and will determine the form to extrapolate.


The following are different styles of formulating extrapolations. 


A conclusion is the form of extrapolation in which the learner formulates the ending or closing part of the data presented in the communication. In most cases, the conclusion is used when there is not an end  or when there is the possibility to propose an alternative. 


An implication or the act of implying is to express indirectly; it is to suggest. These can be discovered from within the original communication or can be formulated.  The learner can discover implications as messages from the author contained in the reading; or can formulate them as long as the relationship with the original communication is demonstrated.


An assumption is to take as fact or true some argument without submitted proves. The data presented  seems so reliable, that the learner need no prove to accept it.  These forms of extrapolations can also be discovered within the text, but also can be formulated  by the learner. 


An inference is the meaning which one draws from something done or stated in the original information presented. It is to say the message within the message communicated; it is to read between the lines. An inference generally is used as conducive to other forms of extrapolations.


A consequence is a result following from an action or a condition presented in the communication.


A prediction is to see or describe a future happening in advance as a result of some knowledge, experience or reason derived from the communication. This is a very important and  useful  form. 


 A generalization is a general statement, principle or opinion resulting from the consideration of particular facts. 


A possible effect is the outcome resulting from a cause presented in the communication.


A trend is the form of extrapolation in which the course of action, or direction of development is enunciated. In other words is to show the tendency in which an action is going to develop in accord to the data shown in the original communication. The key word at formulating trends is the “tendency” to follow. This form of extrapolation is appropriate when intending to propose more than one future event related to the same information.


The content area of the following communications is of the Introduction to the study of Religion course. 


The content area of the following communications is The Study of The Beginning of Religious Traditions. It purpose is to to introduce students to the origins and ways of formation of religious  thought around the world as an academic field of study. Practicing this skill of extrapolation, will give the learner the opportunity to determine implications, consequences, effects, predictions and to describe the tendencies of this believes systems. 


The practice of the skill of Extrapolation  benefits the learner in several ways. It will  demonstrate the comprehension level of  the assigned  material.  It shows the leaner  his/her capacity to foresee what can be the next step; to develop beyond his/her estimations; it will demonstrate the capacity to extend beyond given material or data; it will also demonstrate how coherent is you product with the original presented data.
· TASK:  
Student will read the text and Respond based on the Prospectus.
· TEXT:
The Great Transformation,

The Beginning of our Religious Traditions

by Armstrong, Karen,

“THE AXIAL PEOPLES”
(c. 1600 to 900 BCE)

Pages 25-30

The Chinese Kings of the Shang Dynasty, who had ruled the Yellow River Valley since the sixteenth century, believed that they were the sons of God. It was said that DI, a supremely powerful deity who usually had no contact with human beings, had sent a dark bird down to the great plain of China. The bird had laid an egg, which was eaten by a lady. In the course of time, she had given birth to the first ancestor of the Shang monarchs." Because of his unique relationship with Di, the king was the only person in the world who was allowed to approach the High God directly. He alone could win security for his people by offering sacrifices to Di. With the help of his diviners, he would consult Di about the advisability of undertaking a military expedition or founding a new settlement. He could ask Di whether or not the harvest would be successful. The king derived his legitimacy from his power as a seer and intermediary with the divine world, but on a more mundane level, he also relied on his superior bronze weaponry. The first Shang cities may have been founded by the masters of the guilds that had pioneered the manufacture of the bronze weapons, war chariots, and gleaming vessels that the Shang used in their sacrifices. The power of the new technology meant that the kings could mobilize thousands of peasants for forced labor or warfare.

The Shang knew that they were not the first kings of China. They claimed that they had wrested power from the last king of the Xia dynasty (c. 2200-1600). There is no archaeological or documentary evidence for the Xia, but there was probably some kind of kingdom in the great plain by the end of the third millennium. 17 Civilization had arrived slowly and painfully in China. The great plain was isolated from the surrounding regions by high mountains and swampy, uninhabitable land. The climate was harsh, with broiling summers and icy winters, when settlements were attacked by freezing, sand-laden winds. The Yellow River was difficult to navigate and prone to flooding. The early settlers had to cut canals to drain the marshland and build dikes to stop the floods from ruining the crops. The Chinese had no historical memory of the people who had cre​ated these ancient works, but they told stories of the feudal kings who had ruled the Chinese empire before the Xia, and made the countryside hab​itable. Huang-Di, the Yellow Emperor, had fought a monster and fixed the courses of the sun, moon, and stars. Shen Nong had invented agriculture, and in the twenty-third century, the wise emperors Yao and Shun had established a golden age of peace and prosperity. During Shun's reign, the land had been overwhelmed by terrible flooding, and Shun had commis​sioned Yu, his chief of public works, to solve the problem. For thirteen years Yu had built canals, tamed the marshes, and led the rivers to the sea, so that they flowed in as orderly fashion as lords going to a great recep​tion. Thanks to Yu's herculean efforts, the people were able to grow riceand millet. Emperor Shun was so impressed -that he arranged for Yu to suc​ceed him, and thus Yu became the founder of the Xia dynasty." All these legendary sage kings would be an inspiration to the philosophers of the Chinese Axial Age.

The Shang aristocrats were certainly familiar with some of these sto​ries. They knew that civilization was a precarious and hard-won achieve​ment, and believed that the fate of the living was inextricably bound up with the spirits of those who had gone before them. The Shang may not have been as powerful as Yao, Shun, or Yu, but they controlled extensive territory in the great plain.'9 Their domain extended to the Huai Valley in the southeast, to Shantung in the east, and their influence could be felt as far away as the Wei Valley in the west. They did not rule a centralized state but had founded a network of small palace-cities, each governed by a rep​resentative of the royal house. The towns were tiny, consisting simply of a residential complex for the king and his vassals, surrounded by high walls of packed earth to guard against flooding or attack. At Yin, the last of the Shang capitals, the walls were a mere eight hundred yards in perimeter. Shang towns followed a uniform pattern; they were usually rectangular in shape, each wall oriented to one of the four compass directions, with all dwellings facing south. The royal palace had three courtyards and an audi​ence chamber for ritual and political occasions; to the east of the palace was the temple of the ancestors. The market was north of the king's home, and the craftsmen, chariot builders, makers of bows and arrows, black​smiths, and potters lived in the southern districts of the city with the royal scribes, diviners, and ritual experts.

This was not an egalitarian society. The Shang showed the passionate preoccupation with hierarchy and rank that would become one of the hallmarks of Chinese civilization. As the son of Di, the king was at the top of the feudal pyramid, in a class of his own. Next in rank were the princes of the royal house, rulers of the various Shang cities; below them came the heads of the great families, who held posts at court, and the barons, who lived on the revenues from rural territories outside the city walls. Finally, at the base of the feudal pyramid, were the ordinary gentlemen, the warrior class.

· STUDENT RESPONSE:  (Use Separate Pages) 
· TASK: Student will be able to demonstrate their level of Mastery of the skill 
of EXTRAPOLATION by using the following rules to comprehend a given text 
or phenomena.  

1. Extend the trends and tendencies of a communication or phenomenon beyond 
the given data.
2. Determine the implications, consequence, corollaries, effects, etc. in 
accordance with the conditions described in the original communication.
3. Predict continuation of trends.
4. Derive conclusions about a communication or phenomenon, from the 
explicit statements offered in the communication of facts about the phenomenon.

Please read the following operations that will help you to do your extrapolation step by step.


1. In order to extrapolate you will need a lot of concentration.  Begin by 
preparing a effective 
environment free of distractions that may delay your work. 


2. Have available a Dictionary of the English Language, a Thesaurus, a dictionary of Spanish-
English and English-Spanish if necessary.


3. Read the objective and the prospectus carefully. Make sure you know the meaning of 
Extrapolation. 


4. Familiarize yourself with the differences between the components of Translation, Interpretation 
and Extrapolation (this is mentioned in the 
prospectus).


5. Expand your understanding of the following terms that are mentioned in the 
prospectus by 
   
looking them up in a dictionary or Thesaurus. These terms will help you understand the skill of 
Extrapolation:
 inference  tren implication conclusion  prediction
 outcome
consequences
anticipation


6. Read the communication carefully, or as many times it is necessary to feel comfortable with 
its 
general meaning.


7.  Look up in the dictionary or Thesaurus those words that you do not understand well.


8. Work on one exercise at a time. This will prevent mixing details from other exercises. It will 
also help you to obtain an accurate product once you have 
begun the work.


9. Get an understanding of what the communication is all about by looking at the 
context and key 
words. Context is the setting of a word or a  phrase,  among
the surrounding words or phrases, often 
used for helping to explain the meaning of the word or a phrase.


10. Write down the main and other supporting ideas of the passage in the form of 
an interpretation 
(summary).  In this way you integrate the skill you have 
practiced in the previous modules.


11. Ask yourself for a conclusion of those ideas collected on your 
interpretation. Write is/them 
down. This is a form of Extrapolations!


12. Ask yourself what are the possible consequences of this idea. Write it/them 
down. This is a 
form of Extrapolations!


13. Ask yourself what is the author implying in the communication. Write it/them 
down. This is a 
form of Extrapolations!


14.Think about how you can predict outcomes for the future. This is a form of 
Extrapolations!


15.Think how can you determine other assumptions of the given 


data. Write them down. This is a form of Extrapolations!


16. Revise your work to make sure it is based on the facts from the 
communication and that it stays 
true to the passage given.


17. Revise your work for spelling and grammar mistakes.


18. Present it to your facilitator for discussion and evaluation.
· TASK:  
Faculty Facilitator will read the text and use the Operational Rules in 

               their Response.
· TEXT:
The Flood


This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 


Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. So God said to Noah “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. Make the roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and you son’s wives with you. You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and females, to keep them alive with you. Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” Noah did everything just as God commanded him.


`The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation. Take with you seven of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and two of every kind  of unclean animal, a male and its mate, and also seven of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth. Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.” And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth.


In the six hundred year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And the rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 


On that very day all Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of three sons, entered the ark. They had with them every wild animal according to its kinds, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with wings. Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Them the Lord shut him in. 


For forty days the floods kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. They rose greatly on the earth, and all high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet. Every living thing that moved on the earth perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. The water flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days. 


But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock  that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the water receded. Now the springs of the deep and floodgates of the heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky. The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of hundred and fifty days the water had gone down, and on the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came rest on the mountains of Ararat. The water continued recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible. After forty days Noah opened the windows he had made in the ark and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth.
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Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. But the dove could find no place to set its feet because there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. He waited seven more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olives leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him. By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry.


By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was completely dry. Then God said Noah, “Come out the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it. So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. All the animals and all the creatures that moves along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on the earth—came out of the ark, one kind after another. 


Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures as I have done. “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.”`
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Source: Chapter 11: 1-8 Book of Genesis, The Holy Bible

New International Version Rainbow Study Bible

1996 Rainbow Studies, Inc.

·   Faculty Facilitator Response

· FACULTY FACILITATOR RESPONSE:
EXTRAPOLATIONS OF THE ORIGINAL COMMUNICATION

Translated Interpretation Of The Flood Story: (Summary of story)


Noah was a man of goodness. He received a revelation from his God. In this revelation, he was cautioned of a coming destruction. He was also instructed on how to construct an ark to survive this destruction and what to bring with him. This destruction occurred in the form of a flood that lasted forty days. When the earth was dry, he his family and all other creatures left the ark and inhabited the land. Noah gave thanks to God. God made a covenant with him including a promise.

Conclusion:(the end or closing part of the data presented in the  communication)


1. Since only Noah’s family survives, all human beings after  the flood are his descendants.


2. Since only the creatures inside the ark survived, all  animal descendants are related to the Ark 
passengers one way or another.


3. Obedience and attention to advice can have good rewards.

Consequence: (results following actions)


1. Most People refused to accept Noah’s advice, and as a consequence they perished.


2. The planet also suffered the consequences of people disobedience.

Prediction: (a future happening)


1. I predict that Noah will remember this event of his life and teach it onto others, as a lesson of 
rewards good behavior may bring.

Assumption: (a factor or detail taken as true)


1. I assume Noah was grateful man because he gave thanks at the end of the journey.


2. The earth renews itself after the destruction and new life springs up.

Implication: (express indirectly)


1. The author implies that the size of the ark was big enough to hold all chosen animals and human beings comfortably.


2. The author implies that the amount of rainfall during those 40 days was 
 
   enough to cover and destroy all live on earth.


3. After everything was destroyed, there was the hope of new  life.

· TASK:  
Student will read text and use the Operational Rules in their Response.
· TEXT:
The Great Transformation, 

The Beginning of our Religious Traditions 

by Armstrong, Karen,

“THE AXIAL PEOPLES”
(c. 1600 to 900 BCE)

Pages 30-34

The Shang nobility had no interest in agriculture, but they clearly experienced the landscape as rich in spiritual meaning. Mountains, rivers, and winds were all important gods, as were the lords of the four cardinal directions. These nature gods belonged to the Earth, which was the divine counterpart of Di, the Sky God. Because they could affect the harvest, they were placated and cajoled by sacrifice. Of even greater importance, however, were the ancestors of the royal house, whose cult was at the heart of Shang religion. Excavations at Yin (modern Anyang) have uncovered the tombs of nine kings; they lay in their coffins on a central platform, sur​rounded by the remains of soldiers who had been sacrificed at their funer​als. After his death, a king achieved divine status; he lived in heaven with Di and could ask him to help his living relatives on earth.''

The Shang were convinced that the fate of the dynasty depended upon the goodwill of the deceased kings. While Di had no special cult of his own, and the nature gods no regular rites, the ancestors were wor​shiped in lavish ceremonies; each had his or her festival day in the ritual calendar. The kings held ceremonies, "hosting" (bin) their forefathers. Members of the royal family would dress up as their deceased relatives, feeling themselves to be possessed by the ancestor they impersonated, and when they entered the court, the king would bow down before them. The nature gods were summoned to share the feast in the palace courtyard, where quantities of animals were sacrificed and cooked. Then gods, ances​tors, and human beings would feast together.

But behind this elaborate ritual lurked a deep anxiety.72' Di was the guardian of towns and cities. He ruled the rains and the winds, and gave orders to the nature gods in the same way as the Shang king gave direc​tions to his officials and soldiers. But Di was unpredictable. He often sent drought, flooding, and disaster. Even the ancestors were unreliable. The Shang believed that the spirits of the dead could be dangerous, so relatives buried the deceased in thick wooden coffins, treated their bodies with jade, and stuffed their orifices, lest the spirit escape and prey upon the living. Rituals were devised to turn a potentially troublesome ghost into a helpful, benevolent presence. The deceased was given a new name and assigned a special day for worship in the hope that he would now be kindly disposed toward the community. With the passing of time, an ancestor became more powerful, so rituals were designed to persuade the newly deceased to plead their cause with the more exalted ancestors, who might, in their turn, intercede with Di.

Most of our information about the Shang comes from the animal bones and turtle shells on which the royal diviners inscribed questions for Di, the nature gods, and the ancestors.73 Archaeologists have unearthed 150,000 of these inscribed oracle bones. They show that the kings submit​ted all their activities to the scrutiny of these powers, asking their advice about a hunt, a harvest, or even a toothache. The procedure was simple. The king or his diviner addressed a charge to a specially prepared turtle shell or cattle bone, while applying a hot poker. "We will receive millet harvest," he might say, or, "To Father Jia [the seventeenth Shang king] we pray for good harvest."74 He would then study the cracks that developed in the shell and announce whether or not the oracle was auspicious. After​ward the royal engravers carved the charge. Sometimes they also noted the prediction that came from the god or ancestor concerned and—very occasionally—included the result. It was obviously not a rational process, but the diviners were clearly trying to keep genuine records. Some of them, for example, noted that the king had foretold that his wife's child​bearing would be "good" (that is, that she would bear a boy), even though she gave birth to a girl and the king had got the day wrong.75

The Shang kings' attempt to control the spiritual world often failed. The ancestors frequently sent bad harvests and ill luck. Di sometimes sent propitious rain, but, the oracle also observed," It is Di who is harming our harvests "76  Di was an unreliable military ally. He could "confer assistance" on the Shang, or inspire their enemies. "The Fang are harming and attack​ing us," mourned the oracle. "It is Di who orders [them] to make disaster for us"77 Ineffective and undependable, Di met the usual fate of the Sky God and began to fade away. The Shang never developed a routine liturgy to ask for his help, and by the twelfth century they had stopped addressing him directly at all, and appealed only to the ancestors and nature spirits .71


Shang society was a strange mixture of refinement, sophistication, and barbarity. The Shang appreciated the beauty of their environment. Their art was sophisticated and inventive, and their bronze ritual vessels showed close observation of the wild animals and their cattle, oxen, and horses. They created wonderfully inventive urns in the shape of sheep, rhinocer​oses, or owls. But they were not squeamish about slaughtering the beasts they observed so tenderly, sometimes slaying as many as a hundred victims in a single sacrifice. During the royal hunt, the Shang killed wild beasts with reckless abandon, and consumed hecatombs of domestic animals at a

bin banquet or a funeral. The kings and nobles had acquired great wealth, which they measured in livestock, metal, crops, and game. Their environ​ment teemed with wildlife, and the peasants provided an endless flow of grain and rice, so their resources seemed inexhaustible. There was no thought of saving for the tomorrow."

Later Mozi, one of the Axial philosophers, recalled the lavish fu​nerals of the Shang kings, the "sons of Heaven," clearly revolted by the prodigal, vulgar extravagance and the ritual murder of helpless servants and retainers:

On the death of a prince, the store houses and treasures are emp​tied. Gold, jade and pearls are placed on the body. Rolls of silk and chariots with their horses are buried in the grave. But an abun​dance of hangings are also needed for a funerary chamber, as well as tripod vases, drums, tables, pots, ice-containers, war axes, swords, plumed standards, ivories and animal skins. No one is sat​isfied unless all these riches accompany the deceased. As for the men who are sacrificed in order to follow him, if he should be a Son of Heaven, they will be counted in hundreds or tens. If he is a great officer or a baron, they will be counted in tens or units. 80
There was cruelty and violence in Shang religion, and in the end, it seemed to the Chinese that even Di, who had little sense of moral respon​sibility, had run out of patience with his ruling dynasty.

In 1045, King Wen of the Zhou, a people who ruled a principality in the Wei Valley, invaded the Shang domain while the king was away from the capital. Tragically, King Wen was killed in battle, but his son King Wu continued to advance into Shang territory, and defeated the Shang army at the battle of Mu-Ye, north of the Yellow River. The Shang king was beheaded, and the Zhou occupied Yin. King Wu then divided the spoils. He decided that he would remain in the old Zhou capital in the Wei Val​ley, so he put his son Cheng in charge of Yin, and entrusted the adminis​tration of the other Shang cities to Wu-Keng, the son of the last Shang king. King Wu then returned to the Wei Valley, where he died shortly afterward.
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In many ways, the Zhou stepped straight into the shoes of the Shang. Like the Shang, they enjoyed hunting, archery, chariot driving, and extrav​agant parties. They organized their cities on the old Shang model, wor​shiped the nature gods and ancestors, and cast oracles. They also continued to worship Di but—in a way that was typical of ancient religion—they merged Di with their own Sky God, whom they called Tian ("Heaven"). But here they ran into a difficulty. The Shang had ruled for hundreds of years with the apparent blessing of Di. If they were to win over the Shang nobility who still lived in the great plain, continuity was essential. The Zhou wanted to worship the deceased Shang kings alongside their own ancestors. But how could they worship the Shang spirits when they had destroyed their dynasty?

The duke of Zhou found a solution. Di had sometimes used enemy tribes to punish the Shang. Now, it seemed, he had made the Zhou his instrument. On the occasion of the consecration of the new eastern capi​tal of Chengzhou, the duke made an important speech, which was recorded in the Shujing, one of the six great Chinese classics." The Shang kings, he said, had become tyrannical and corrupt. Heaven had been filled with pity for the sufferings of the people, so he had revoked the mandate that he had given to the Shang, and looked around for new rulers. Finally his gaze had fallen upon the Zhou kings, who thus became the new sons of Tian Shang Di, Heaven Most High.


That was how King Cheng had become the son of Heaven, the duke explained, even though he was so inexperienced. It was a heavy responsi​bility for the young man. Now that he had received the mandate, Cheng had to be "reverently careful." He must be "in harmony with the little people ... prudently apprehensive about what the people say." Heaven would take its mandate away from a ruler who oppressed his subjects, and would bestow it on a more deserving dynasty. This was why the Shang and Xia dynasties had failed. Many of the Shang kings had been virtuous rulers, but in the last years of the dynasty the people had been miserable. They had called out in anguish to Heaven, and Heaven "too grieved for the people of all the lands," decided to give the mandate to the Zhou because they were "deeply committed" to justice. But the Zhou could not afford to be complacent.


Dwelling in this new city, let the king have reverent care for his virtue. If it is virtue that the king uses, he may pray Heaven for an enduring mandate. As he functions as king, let him not, be​cause the common people stray and do what is wrong, then presume to govern them by harsh capital punishments. In this way, he will achieve much. In being king, let him take his position in the primacy of virtue. The little people will then pattern them​selves on him throughout the world. The king will then become illustrious. 82

It was an important moment. The Zhou had introduced an ethical ideal into a religion  that had hitherto been unconcerned about morality. Heaven was not simply influenced by the slaughter of pigs and oxen, but by compassion and justice. The mandate of Heaven would become an important ideal during the Chinese Axial Age. If a ruler was selfish, cruel, and oppressive, Heaven would not support him, and he would fall. A state might appear to be weak and insignificant—like the Zhou before the conquest—but if its ruler was wise, humane, and truly concerned for the welfare of his subjects, people would flock to him from all over the world, and Heaven would raise him to the highest position.

At the beginning, however, there was some disagreement about the interpretation of the mandate." The duke of Zhou and his brother Gong, duke of Shao, had a serious difference of opinion. The duke of Zhou believed that Heaven had given the mandate to all the Zhou people; the new king should, therefore, rely on the advice of his ministers. But Shao Gong argued that the king alone had received the mandate. He reverted to the old idea that because the king was the son of God, he was the only person who could approach Heaven directly. Certainly, the king would consult advisers, but he had received a unique, mystical potency that gave him the mandate to rule.

For obvious reasons, King Cheng found his uncle Gong's argument appealing. The two joined forces, and put pressure on the duke of Zhou to retire. He took up residence in the city of Lu, in the east of the central plain, which had been assigned to him as his personal fief. He became a hero to the people of Lu, who revered him as their most distinguished ancestor. The duke's conviction that virtue was more important than magical charisma was an insight worthy of the Axial Age. Instead of revering a man who had lived an immoral life simply because he was an ancestor, the cult should honor men of worth and merit. 14 But the Chinese were not yet ready for this moral vision and retreated into the paranormal rituals of the past. 


We know almost nothing about the kings who ruled after King Cheng, but a hundred years after the Zhou conquest, it was clear that despite its mandate from Heaven, the Zhou dynasty had started to decline. The feudal system had an inbuilt weakness. Over the years, the blood ties that linked the rulers of the various cities to the royal house became atten​uated, so that the princes of the cities were merely distant cousins of the king, twice or even thrice removed. The kings continued to rule from their western capital, and by the tenth century it was clear that the more easterly cities were becoming restive. The Zhou empire was beginning to disintegrate, but the dynasty retained a religious and symbolic aura long after the Zhou kings had ceased to be important politically. The Chinese would never forget the early years of the Zhou dynasty; their Axial Age would be inspired by the search for a just ruler, who would be worthy of Heaven's mandate.
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            In the twelfth century, the eastern Mediterranean was engulfed in a crisis that swept away the Greek, Hittite, and Egyptian kingdoms and plunged the whole region into a dark age. We do not know exactly what hap​pened. Scholars used to blame the "sea peoples" mentioned in Egyptian records, anarchic hordes of rootless sailors and peasants from Crete and Anatolia who raged through the Levant and vandalized towns and vil​lages. But it seems that the sea peoples may have been a symptom of the catastrophe rather than its cause. Climatic or environmental change may have led to extensive drought and famine that wrecked the local economies, which lacked the flexibility to respond creatively to the dis​ruption. For centuries, the Hittites and Egyptians had divided the Near East between them. The Egyptians had controlled the whole of southern Syria, Phoenicia, and Canaan, while the Hittites had ruled Asia Minor and Anatolia. By 113o, Egypt had lost most of its foreign provinces; the Hittite capital was in ruins; the large Canaanite ports of Ugarit, Megiddo, and Hazor had been devastated; and in Greece, the Mycenaean kingdom had disintegrated. Desperate, dispossessed peoples roamed the region in search of employment and security.

The terrible finality of the crisis made an indelible impression on everybody who had experienced it. Two of the Axial peoples emerged during the ensuing dark age. A new Greek civilization rose from the rub​ble of Mycenae, and a confederation of tribes called Israel appeared in the highlands of Canaan. Because this reality was a dark age, with a few historical records, we know very little about either Greece or Israel during this period. Until the ninth century, we have virtually no reliable information about the Greeks, and only a few, fragmentary glimpses of early Israel.

The collapse of Canaan had been very gradual." The large city-states of the coastal plain, which had been part of the Egyptian empire since the fifteenth century, disintegrated one by one as Egypt withdrew--a process that could have taken over a century. Again, we do not know why the cities collapsed after the Egyptians left. There may have been conflict between the urban elite and the peasants who farmed the land on which the economy depended. There could have been social unrest within the cities, or rivalries between the city-states as Egyptian power declined. But the fall of these cities had one important effect. Shortly before 1200, a net​work of new settlements was established in the highlands, stretching from the lower Galilee in the north to Beersheba in the south."

These villages were not imposing: they had no city walls; were not for​tified; had no grand public buildings, palaces, or temples; and kept no archives. The modest, uniform houses indicate that this was an egalitarian society, where wealth was fairly evenly distributed. The inhabitants had to struggle with a stony, difficult terrain. Their economy was based on cereal crops and herding, yet it seems from the archaeological record that the set​tlements prospered. During the eleventh century, there was a population explosion in the highlands that peaked at about eighty thousand. Scholars agree that the inhabitants of the villages were the people of "Israel" men​tioned in the victory stele of Pharaoh Mernepteh (c. 1210). This is the first non-biblical mention of Israel, and it indicates that by this time, the inhab​itants of the highlands were regarded by their enemies as distinct from the Canaanites, Hurrians, and Bedouins who also inhabited the country.87


There is no contemporary account of the development of early Israel. The Bible tells the story in great detail, but it was a long time before these narratives, originally orally transmitted, were committed to writing. The creation of the Bible, a product of the Axial Age, was a long spiritual process that took several centuries. The earliest biblical texts were written during the eighth century and the biblical canon was finalized sometime during the fifth or fourth century. During their Axial Age, Israelite histo​rians, poets, annalists, prophets, priests, and lawyers meditated deeply on their history. The founding fathers of the nation—Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David—were as spiritually important to Israel as Yao, Shun, and the duke of Zhou were to the Chinese. Israelites reflected on the story of their beginnings as relentlessly s the sages of India would ponder the meaning of the sacrificial ritual. The story of Israel's origin would become the organizing symbol around which its Axial breakthrough revolved. As we shall see, the Israelites developed their saga, changed it, embroidered it, added to it, reinterpreted it, and made it speak to the particular circum​stances of the time. Each poet, prophet, and visionary added a new layer to the evolving narrative, which broadened and deepened in significance.

The definitive narrative claims that the people of Israel were not native to Canaan. Their ancestor, Abraham, had come from Ur, in Mesopotamia, and settled in Canaan at the behest of his god in about 1750. The patri​archs had lived in different parts of the hill country: Abraham in Hebron; Isaac, his son, in Beersheba; and Jacob, Abraham's grandson (also called Israel), in the region of Shechem. Yahweh promised the patriarchs that he would make Israel a mighty nation and give them the land of Canaan as their own. But during a famine, Jacob/Israel and his twelve sons (founders of the Israelite tribes) had migrated to Egypt. At first they prospered there, but eventually the Egyptians enslaved them and the Israelites languished in captivity for four hundred years. Finally, in about 1250, their god,Yahweh, took pity on them and, with a mighty display of power, liberated them under the leadership of Moses. As the Israelites fled Egypt,Yahweh mirac​ulously parted the waters of the Sea of Reeds, so that they crossed to safety dry-shod, but he then drowned Pharaoh and the Egyptian army, who had followed them into the sea in hot pursuit. In the desert region to the south of Canaan,Yahweh made a covenant with Israel on Mount Sinai, and gave them the Law that would make them a holy people. But the Israelites had to wander in the wilderness for forty years beforeYahweh finally led them to the borders of Canaan. Moses died before entering the Promised Land, but in about 1200 Joshua led the armies of Israel to victory. Under Joshua, the Israelites destroyed all the Canaanite towns and cities, killed their inhabitants, and made the land their own.

The excavations of Israeli archaeologists since 1967, however, do not confirm this story. They have found no trace of the mass destruction described in the book of Joshua, no signs of foreign invasion, no Egyptian artifacts, and no indication of a change in population. The scholarly debate has been as fierce and often as antagonistic as the discussion about the origins of Vedic culture in India. The general scholarly consensus is that the story of the exodus from Egypt is not historical. The biblical nar​rative reflects the conditions of the seventh or sixth century, when most of these texts were written, rather than the thirteenth century. A number of scholars believe that many of the settlers who created the new colonies in the highlands were probably migrants from the falling city-states on the coast. May of the first Israelites were, therefore, probably not foreigners but Canaanites. The earliest parts of the Bible suggest that Yahweh was originally a god of the southern mountains, and it seems likely that other tribes had migrated to the highlands from the south, bringing Yahweh with them. Some of the Israelites—notably, the tribe of Joseph—may even have come from Egypt. Israelites, who had lived under Egyptian rule in the coastal city-states, may have felt that they had indeed been liber​ated from Egypt—but in their own land. The biblical writers were not attempting to write a scientifically accurate account that would satisfy a modern historian. They were searching for the meaning of existence. These were epic stories, national sagas that helped the people to create a distinct identity."
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Why would the Israelites claim to be foreigners if they were in fact native to Canaan? Archaeologists have found evidence of considerable socioeconomic disruption in the highlands, major demographic shifts, and two centuries of life-and-death struggles between competing ethnic groups.89 Even the biblical account suggests that Israel was not descended from a single ancestor, but consisted of a number of different ethnicities- Gibeonites, Jerahmeelites, Kenites, and Canaanites from the cities of He​pher and Tirzah—who all became part of "Israel."90' These groups and clans seem to have bound themselves together by a covenant agreement.91 All had made a brave, deliberate decision to turn their backs on the ancient urban culture of Canaan. In this sense, they were indeed outsiders, and the experience of living on the periphery may have inspired both their belief in Israel's foreign origins and the anti-Canaanite polemic in the Bible. Israel was a newcomer in the family of nations, born of trauma and upheaval, and constantly threatened with marginality. The Israelites developed a counteridentity and a counternarrative: they were different from the other nations in the region, because they enjoyed a unique rela​tionship with their god, Yahweh.92

The tribal ethos demanded that its members avenge the death of their kinsfolk. Kindred were one flesh; tribesmen shared a single life. 93 Hence they had to love their fellow clansmen as themselves. The term hesed, often translated as "love," was originally a tribal term, denoting the loyalty of a kinship relationship that demanded generous and altruistic behavior toward one's family group. 94 People who were not blood relations could be incorporated into the tribe by marriage or a covenant treaty that gave them the status of brothers. The tribesmen had to love these new members as themselves, because they were now flesh of their flesh, bone of their bone. Many of the early covenants of the Middle East used these kinship terms, and it is likely that this ethos informed the covenant that bound together the different ethnic groups of the new Israel.91 As social units became larger in the western Semitic world, kinship terminology was used even more frequently than before, in order to emphasize the sanctity of the bond that tied the larger confederation together. The institutions and laws of early Israel were thus dominated by the tribal ideal. Like other peoples in the region, Israelites felt related to their national god, calling themselves am Yahweh, the "kindred" or the "people" of Yahweh. 96 


The archaeological record shows that life was violent in the hill country. It was a chaotic time in the eastern Mediterranean, and the early settlers almost certainly had to fight for the land they were trying to colonize. The Bible preserves a memory of a great victory at the River Jordan: the tribes who migrated from the south, through the territory of Moab, may have had to contend with local groups who wanted to stop them from crossing the river. Once settlers were established in a village, they had to learn to coexist with their neighbors and unite against people who threatened the security of their fledgling society. Archaeologists believe that the sporadic warfare described in the books of Judges and I  Samuel is probably a reasonably accurate description of conditions in the eleventh and tenth centuries. Israel had to compete with such groups as the Philistines, who had settled on the southern coast of Canaan in about 1200, at about the same time as the first villages were established in the highlands. A tribal leader (sopet: "Judge") had to be able to muster support from neighboring settlements if his clan was attacked. Hence the institu​tion of herem ("holy war") was crucial to Israelite society. If his tribe was attacked, the judge summoned other clans to the militia of Yahweh. The central cult object of Israel was a palladium called the Ark of the Covenant, symbol of the treaty that bound the am Yahweh together, which was carried into battle. When the troops set out, the judge called upon Yahweh to accompany the Ark:

Arise, Yahweh, may your enemies be scattered And those who hate you run

For their lives before you.97

Living constantly poised against attack, and ready for war, the beleaguered people developed an embattled cult.

Even though the people of Israel felt so separate from their neighbors, the biblical record suggests that until the sixth century Israel's religion was not in fact very different from that of the other local peoples. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had worshiped El, the High God of Canaan, and later generations merged El's cult with that of Yahweh.98 Yahweh himself referred to this process when he explained to Moses that at the beginning of Israel's history the patriarchs had always called him El, and that only now was he revealing his real name,Yahweh.99 But the Israelites never for​got El. For a long time,Yahweh's shrine was a tent, like the tabernacle in which Canaanite El presided over his divine assembly of gods. 


In Canaan, El eventually met the fate of most High Gods, and by the fourteenth century his cult was in decline. He was replaced by the dynamic storm god Baal, a divine warrior, who rode on the clouds of heaven in his chariot, fought battles with other gods, and brought the life-giving rains. In the early days,Yahweh's cult was very similar to Baal's, and some of Baal's hymns were even adapted for use in Yahweh's temple in Jerusalem. Middle Eastern religion was strongly agonistic, dominated by stories of wars, hand-to-hand combat, and fearful battles among the gods. In Babylon, the warrior god Marduk had slaughtered Tiamat, the primal ocean, split her carcass in two like a giant shellfish, and created heaven and earth. Each year this battle was reenacted in the temple of Esagila during the new year ceremony to keep the world in existence for another year. In Syria, Baal fought Lotan, a seven-headed sea dragon, who is called Leviathan in the Bible. He also fought Yam, the primordial sea, symbol of chaos, and Mot, god of drought, death, and sterility. To celebrate his vic​tory, Baal built himself a palace on Mount Sapan, his holy mountain. Until the sixth century, the Israelites also imagined Yahweh fighting sea dragons like Leviathan to create the world and save his people.100

The hymns of Ugarit show that the approach of Baal, the divine war​rior, convulsed the entire cosmos: when he advanced on his enemies with his retinue of "holy ones," brandishing his thunderbolt,

The heavens roll up like a scroll, And all their hosts languish As a vine 

As the fig droops."'

Baal's holy voice shattered the earth, and the mountains quaked at his roar.102  When he returned victoriously to Mount Sapan, his voice had thundered from his palace, and brought the rain. 103 His worshipers shared his struggle against drought and death by reenacting these battles in the liturgy of Ugarit. After his life-and-death battle with Mot, Baal had been joyously reunited with Anat, his sister-spouse. His worshipers celebrated this too in ritualized sex in order to activate the sacred energy of the soil and bring a good harvest. We know that, to the disgust of their prophets, the Israelites took part in these sacred orgies well into the eighth century and beyond.

In the very earliest texts of the Bible—isolated verses written in about the tenth century and inserted into the later narratives—Yahweh was presented as a divine warrior just like Baal. At this time, the tribes were living a violent, dangerous life and needed the support of their god. The poems usually depicted Yahweh marching from his home in the southern mountains and coming to the aid of his people in the highlands. Thus the Song of Deborah:

Yahweh, when you set out from Seir,  As you trod the land of Edom,

Earth shook, the heavens quaked, The clouds dissolved into water.

The mountains melted before Yahweh, Before Yahweh, the God of Israel. 104

In another of these early poems, when Yahweh comes from Mount Paran, "he makes the earth tremble," and at his approach the ancient mountains are dislodged; the everlasting hills sink into the ground. His fury blazed against the primal sea and the nations that opposed Israel quaked with

terror. 105


In early Israel, there was no central sanctuary but a number of temples, at Shechem, Gilgal, Shiloh, Bethel, Sinai, and Hebron. As far as we can tell from isolated texts in the later biblical narrative, the Ark of the Covenant was car​ried from one shrine to another, and the Israelites gathered at their local tem​ple to renew their covenant treaties in the presence of Yahweh. The temples were often associated with the great figures of Israel's past: Abraham was the local hero of the southern tribes around Hebron; Jacob had founded the shrine at Bethel; and Joseph, one of Jacob's favorite sons, was especially revered by the tribes of the northern hill country. Moses was also very popu​lar in the north, especially at Shiloh." During the covenant festivals, bards, priests, and judges told the stories of these great men. They would recall that Abraham had once entertained three strangers in his tent at Mamre, near Hebron, and that one of the strangers was Yahweh himself, that Jacob had a dream vision of Yahweh at Bethel, in which he saw a great ladder linking heaven and earth; and that after his conquest of the land, Joshua had bound the tribes together in a covenant at Shechem. Each shrine probably had its own saga, which was transmitted orally from one generation to another and recited on solemn occasions to remind the tribes of their kinship obligations.


The Israelites probably reenacted these great deeds at their cere​monies. Some scholars believe, for example, that the book of Joshua con​tains a record of the spring festival at Gilgal, which celebrated the tribes' victorious crossing of the river Jordan. 117 The biblical historian interrupts the ritual account by explaining that in the springtime, during the harvest season, "the Jordan overflows the whole length of its banks.""' It appears that the water was specially dammed up for the festival, which commem​orated a great miracle. When Joshua had led the people to the brink of the floodwater, he told them to stand still and watch what happened. As soon as the feet of the priests carrying the Ark touched the waters, they parted miraculously and the whole people crossed over safely, dry-shod, and entered the Promised Land at Gilgal. When the local people—"the kings of the Amorites on the west bank of the Jordan and all the kings of the Canaanites in the coastal region"—heard what had happened, "their hearts grew faint and their spirit failed them, as the Israelites drew near." 109 Every year, at the spring festival of the crossing (pesach), the tribes ritually enacted this great moment. They assembled on the east bank of the Jor​dan, purified themselves, crossed the dammed-up waters to the west bank, and entered the temple of Gilgal, where a ring of standing stones (gilgal), one for each of the twelve tribes, commemorated the event. There the Israelites pitched their camp, renewed the covenant, and celebrated the pesach by eating unleavened bread (mazzoth) and roasted corn, in memory of their forefathers, who had "tasted the produce of the country for the first time" after their triumphant entry into the land."'


Finally, perhaps, there was a reenactment of the vision that Joshua experienced after the Israelite army had set out from Gilgal.

When Joshua was near Jericho, he raised his eyes and saw a man standing there before him, grasping a naked sword. Joshua walked towards him and said to him, "Are you with us or with our ene​mies?" He answered, "No, I am captain of the army of Yah​weh." . . . Joshua fell on his face to the ground and worshipped him and said, "What are my Lord's commands to his servant?" The captain of the army of Yahweh answered Joshua, "Take your sandals off your feet, for the place you are standing on is holy." And Joshua obeyed."'

The festival of pesach had been a preparation for the holy war for the Promised Land that began with an assault on Jericho. The walls came miraculously tumbling down and the Israelites stormed the city. "They enforced the herem on everything in the town: men and women, young and old, even the oxen and sheep and donkeys, massacring them all.” 112
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